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GRADE 6 
Energy in Earth Systems 

Pre-Assessment  
 
Concept(s) 
Addressed Energy in Earth Systems’ early lessons include concepts related to 

forms of energy as well as classifications such as potential and 
kinetic energy.    

   
 
 
Time   20 minutes 
 
Materials Individual 

Prompt 
Advance  
preparation  1. Duplicate prompt for each student 
  

Teacher Note: The pre-assessment is designed to provide patterns in student 
understanding through revealing what students know in open ended prompts and 
defining important concept ideas.    These patterns are used to provide interventions in 
areas of greatest need.  

 
Procedure: 
1. Tell students they will have an opportunity to share what they understand about 

energy.   
2. Distribute the prompt to each student and ask him/her to do his/her best work. 
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Grade Six: Energy 
Pre-Assessment 

 
 

Name___________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

1. What do you know about energy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. List any vocabulary words that are related to energy that you know.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Think of one thing that you use energy for. Where does that energy come from? 
Draw a picture and explain your response.  
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Grade Six: Energy 
Pre-Assessment  

ANSWER KEY 
 
 
 

1. What do you know about energy?   High Quality Student Work:  Include energy is 
generalized to include more than one form and energy is the ability to do work.  
Forms may include food, electricity, and the sun.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. List any vocabulary words that are related to energy that you know.   High Quality 
Student Work includes words beyond electricity or gas/oil.  Words may include 
light, heat, and wind etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Think of one thing that you use energy for. Where does that energy come from? 
Draw a picture and explain your response. High Quality student work includes an 
appropriate picture and traces energy to a source but is not likely to include a 
transformation.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


